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Matthew 6:33-But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV) 

                                                                           Services this Past Week 
December 13-Divine Liturgy-28 people attended with 7 communicants. 
Monday through Friday evenings- Small Compline participation by telephone 
December 18-Pomen scheduled. 
                                         Services this Coming Week 
 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings- Small Compline participation by 
telephone at 7:45 PM. Call In Number – (339)-207-6529 
Sunday -December 27-Divine Liturgy-10:00 AM. 
                                          Dates to Keep in Mind 
December 20-Parish Slava being celebrated. Today is Serbian Children’s Day 
Venerable Gregory of Gornjak the Hesychast 
December 22-The Conception by the Righteous Anna 
December 23-Holy Martyr Mennas and those with him, St. John of Serbia 
December 25-St. Spyridon the Wonderworker, Bishop of Tremithus 
December 26-Holy Martyr Eustratius, Holy Hieromartyr Gabriel, St. Nicodemus of 
Serbia. 
December 27-Holy Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucisu, Philemon and those with them.  
                       Serbian Mother’s Day, 
December 30-Holy Prophet Daniel, Holy Deacon Avvacum and Hegumen Paisius 
December 31-Holy Martyr Sebastian, St, Modestus, Patriarch of Jerusalem and 
those with them. 
January 2-St. Ignatius the God-bearer. St. Daniel II of Serbia, Forefeast of the 
Nativity 
January 3-Serbian Father’s Day 
January 5-Holy 10 Martyrs of Crete, St. Nahum of Ochrid 
January 6-Holy Nun Martyr Eugenia, Christmas Eve 
January 7-Feast of the Nativity of Jesus Christ 
January 8-Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos 
January 9-Holy Apostle, Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen 
January 10-Thirty First Sunday after Pentecost-Holy God-bearing Fathers 
                        If You are Too Busy to Pray…You are Too Busy 



Pray for the Suffering Serbian People in Kosovo, Metohija and Montenegro 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                                  Parish Life     

• Congratulations to the honored Kumovi for the parish Slava being 
celebrated today-Melana, Brandon, Braydon and Marcus Simms. 

• May the prayers of St. Nicholas be of benefit for all parishioners. 
• Thank you for the work done by Altar Servers, the Men’s Club and Tutors. 
• Honor the Nativity Fast until the Feast of the Nativity in January. 
• Thank you to all ordering poinsettias to beautify the church for Christmas 

and supporting a program for individuals with disabilities. 
• Pray for the doctors, nurses, nurse aides and all working in medical 

facilities caring for the sick. 
• Pray for the teachers and students adjusting to educational challenges. 
• Pray for all persons having suffered from job or income loss. 
• Pray for and remember the sick, the suffering, the hospitalized, 

imprisoned, those in nursing homes, rehab centers, the homebound, the 
mentally ill, their staffs and caretakers, 

• Pray for the workers in mines, law-enforcement, corrections, probation and 
parole and firefighters, all working in dangerous occupations. 

• Pray for the men and women serving in the military and their families. 
• Parishes are strengthened to the degree each person takes time to pray. 
• Families are strengthened when families pray together regularly. 
• Homes resemble the Church more when holy icons are visibly present. 
• Sounds and images entering the home on the radio, television and 

computer affect the home’s atmosphere. 
• Honoring the fasts of the Church requires spiritual vigilance. 

     Appreciate and support St. Sava School of Theology in Libertyville, Illinois 
       ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                      To Consider 
• The amount of time personally devoted to prayer daily. 
• The personal frequency of reading the Holy Scriptures. 
• The personal practice of being familiar with the Church Calendar           

        A Thought from Very Reverend Stavrophor Dr. Nedeljko Grgurevich. . 
More exactly, the eucharistic Last Supper is the foundation upon which our 

own Eucharist of today is built, without which we would have no Eucharist, and it 
has served as a model for the formal development of later liturgies. A historical 
review of the liturgical sacrifice shows that from the beginning it was carried out 
just as the Saviour Himself celebrated the Last Supper, the first eucharistic 
sacrifice. (The Eucharist as Sacrifice. Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 1993, pp.153-154) 



                                   The Twenty Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
                                                   Luke 17:12-19                                   
And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar 
off: And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.  And when he saw 
them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they 
went, they were cleansed.  And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and 
with a loud voice glorified God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he 
was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the 
nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.  And he said unto 
him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. (KJV) 

 The Lord God heals us everyday in ways we do not even perceive. We are 
the beneficiaries of prayers of others we will never know. Each day merits our 
giving unending thanks to God for healing us. 
 Holy Confession heals us. Receiving the Precious Body and Blood of Christ 
heals us. Holy Unction and other prayers have a healing effect on us. God deserves 
to have our gratitude. 
 We are healed when we repent of our sins and God receives us with love. 
We are healed when we are forgiven offenses towards God and our neighbor. The 
present Gospel makes clear Jesus recognizes acts of gratitude. 
 These are busy times for believers. Too often God is forgotten. Too often 
God is turned to in prayer with requests. God is not always thanked when the 
prayers are answered. 
 The Church prescribes the present Gospel reading each year. The present 
Gospel reading verifies Jesus’ healing power. The same Gospel underscores the 
importance of being grateful for healing. 
 We travel through the world safely very often. God deserves gratitude for 
our safe travels. God’s healing love keeps us healthy. We should thank God at all 
times for the love that heals. 
 The hunger in the soul requires nourishment. Without Divine nourishment, 
we would suffer severe ailments of diverse kinds. Thanking God for Divine 
nourishment is a Christian responsibility. 
 Our patron saints and guardian angels protect us in various ways. Patron 
saints and guardian angels are due believers’ gratitude. Responsible Christians 
make it a practice to regularly thank God for blessings received. 
 God’s Holy Church is an endless blessing. Believers demonstrate gratitude 
to the Church by honoring the Church’s teachings and values. Appreciation to the 
Church is evident by the effort put forth by faithful parishioners. 
        Christians have a responsibility to invest in the life in Christ taken up at Holy 
Baptism. Growth in Christ is expected throughout life while the mind functions 
well. 



 The world and Satan seek to take the Christian away from Christ. Vigilance 
is necessary at all times. Vigilance is strengthened through prayer, fasting and 
being nourished in God’s Holy Church. 
 There is a saying “We are what we eat.” We should first and always receive 
the Precious Body and Blood of Christ to be united with Christ. The Holy 
Scriptures offer Divine nourishment for the soul and daily life. 
 The lives of the saints and martyrs and writings of the Holy Fathers and 
Mothers of the Church feed the hunger of the soul. The Divine services of the 
Church address the appetite of the soul. 
 To be healthy Christians, living according to the way and teachings of Jesus 
Christ is essential. The Nativity Fast calls believers to be more faithful to the way 
of  Jesus Christ. 
 Now is the time to fully consider the meaning of Jesus Christ taking on 
human flesh. Now is the time to assess the condition of the soul and the need to 
repent. 
 Jesus Christ heals believers today as the lepers were healed in the current 
Gospel. We are blessed to have the opportunity to turn to Jesus Christ for healing. 
We express the joy of being healed when we thank Jesus Christ. 
 God’s Holy Church helps us to become healthy and to remain healthy. 
Health of soul is of paramount importance. We learn how to make the soul healthy 
in God’s Holy Church. 
 Each Divine service of the Church is instructive. Attentive believers are 
conscious of the content of the Divine services. Believers are expected to improve 
in health of soul with each participation in the Divine services. 
 The time each person is given is a gift from God. The way the person uses 
the time will determine how the person experiences eternity. Time given by God is 
to be used wisely and invested in the Kingdom of God. 
 We invest in the Kingdom of God in our relationship with Jesus Christ and 
with each other. The Nativity Fast is the time to work conscientiously on our 
relationship with Jesus Christ and each other. 
 The Nativity Fast is the time to do what is necessary to grow in Christ and to 
be more firmly united with Christ. The Divine service of God’s Holy Church 
strengthens our relationship with Christ and each other. 
 When we are away from the Church services, we continue to have the 
opportunity to be united with Christ in prayer and in action. Keep the mind, heart 
and soul centered in Christ keeps the unity with Christ strong. 
The Twenty Eighth Sunday after Pentecost. St. Ambrose, Venerable Gregory of 
Gornjak the Hesychast. Serbian Children’s Day. December 7/20, 2020. St. 
Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church, Johnstown, Pennsylvania.  Father Rodney 
Torbic  



Donations Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Offering - $650.00    Candles - $174.90 

Dues - $300.00       Donations - $40.00 

 

Large Candle Donations  

Stella Nikolenic in memory of Kata & Stanko Villa 

Richard Kondash in memory of parents Amelia & Joe Kondash 

Cam Palmer in memory of Eva Visnich Johnson  

Peter & Joanne Todorich in memory of Nikola & Milka, Nick Jr Todorich  

Richard & Suzette Gardenhour in memory of the Grisin & Gardenhour Families 

*************** 
 

DOLLAR-A-DAY 
A reminder that the final collection for the Dollar-A-Day is due.  Thanks 

to all who contributed! It was a great success! 
 

*************** 
MEN’S CLUB 

The Men’s Club will be celebrating their Slava Sveti Jovan (January 20) on 
Sunday, January 24, 2020 with the Blessing of the Kolac, zito and wine. 

They will holding a Serbian Steak Take-Out Dinner on that Sunday – details to 
follow. 

*************** 
 

FISH FRY 
Friday, January 29, 2020 

3:00 PM to 6:30 
Take out Only 

 
*************** 

 

 
 


